MARRIAGE AND CHILDBIRTH IN ANCIENT ROME: FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW. 

· A Roman boy could marry at 14, a girl at 12.

· Many Roman marriages were arranged by the parents to form family alliances based on money or social status or politics.

· When a couple became engaged, there was a "sponsalia" or engagement party where the contract was signed. The most important item was the dowry.

· On the night before the wedding, the bride dedicated her toys to the family gods. The house was decorated with flowers.

· On the day, she wore a tunica recta, a white ankle-length tunic made from a single piece of cloth, belted at the waist. Her hair was put into six plaits tied with ribbon and she wore a bright orange veil. 

· First the pontifex asked the gods if it was a lucky day for the wedding, if so, the contract was signed and the couple's hands were joined together before witnesses.

· Afterwards there was a big bridal feast in the bride's father's house. In the evening there was  a procession to the groom's house where the bride was carried over the threshold by her new husband. 

· Having a baby was not so easy in Ancient Rome as today. Many women and babies died in childbirth. 

· When a baby was born, first the father had to lift the child up to show that he accepted it as his own. He or she was not given a name till after 9 days.

· A baby boy was given a bulla or lucky charm for around his neck which he wore till he was 16 or so.

· When a boy was sixteen or so there was a special coming of age ceremony where the toga praetexta (with a purple stripe) was put away and the proper toga was put on. His bulla was offered up to the gods in thanks.  

· Boys usually had three names including his own, his father's and the clan's name. Girls often had only one name, usually the name of their father in a feminine version.

