WOMEN IN ROME - FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW

· As with slaves, we have very little information on the life of women in ancient Rome. Most women received little if any education.

· The ideal Roman woman was considered to  be one who was modest, had a lot of (male) children, did not spend too much money, quiet and obedient to her husband. Wife -beating was not considered to be a crime.  (See handout on marriage and childbirth).

· Many Roman women spent a lot of money on jewellery and make-up. A wealthy Roman woman had her own slaves to do her clothes and elaborate hair-dos. (See handout on Roman clothes and jewellery).

· Prostitution was a common fact of life in Rome, there were many brothels even in Pompeii and for the upper classes there were courtesans who were well educated and often quite wealthy.

· In many Roman houses there was a special part of the house reserved for the women and children, often upstairs.

· Basically in Rome, a woman's place was in the home, minding the children, running the household slaves and putting on  dinner parties for her husband's friends and associates.

· Although Roman women were supposed to be dutiful wives, there is plenty of evidence to suggest affairs involving respectable women. Also laws were passed against adultery by the Emperor Augustus.  

