CLASSES 3 AND 4:

Once you have read the letters and discussed them, it would be useful to show the video which focuses on the young Pliny, using dramatic reconstruction. (You can decide how much of it you want to use, depending on how much time you have but I would highly recommend the whole thing ). Worksheet 1 is a set of questions on the two letters of Pliny. Worksheet 2 is a set of questions on the video. In itself, the video raises many useful items for discussion, especially on how the Romans lived their lives. You can either branch off now and start to deal with these or else leave them to later when you are looking more closely at life in Pompeii.    

FOLLOW ON WORK BASED ON PLINY’S LETERS AND THE VIDEO POMPEII – THE LAST DAY

· Find some information on the Internet or in the library on another volcano (Mount St Helen’s, Mount Etna, Kraktoa or Montserrat, perhaps) and compare its history to that of Vesuvius.  (This might be a good topic to set for a student or students to give a brief presentation to the class).


· Find some information on the Internet or from a newspaper or magazine articles on eye-witness accounts of how people behave when there is a natural disaster (perhaps volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, forest fires, floods)  Compare this to Pliny’s account of the eruption of Vesuvius for points of similarity and difference.  (This topic can work as suggested above, or it can be used to encourage a piece of creative writing where the students are asked to imagine how it must feel to be caught up in a disaster, or to do a newspaper article describing the eruption of 79 A.D.)


· Do some research on what gods these people would have been praying to.  Why do you think no one believes in these gods anymore?  (This can lead to some discussion on the arrival of Christianity into the Roman world and why it was seen as suc a threat when other religions were not.  Some of the students might have seen the Passion of the Christ which would be relevant here).  This is usually good for a general class discussion.


· Pliny the Younger would have been astonished to know that, in a classroom, 2000 years into the future, in a country of which he may never have heard, we are studying two of his letters which he didi not even regard as important.  The amazing way that Pompeii was first buried, and later rediscovered gave his letters a very significance.  If Pompeii had never been rediscovered by accident, his letters would not be famous at all.  What actually decides the relative importance of historical items?  Do the things that remain from the past give us a full picture?  What kinds of things tend to survive, and what things usually don’t?  If there was some kind of huge wipe-out in our world today, what might archaeologists find in 2000 years?  What would they not find?  What might they find but not understand?  What would we like them to find to let them know who we are?  (Here, you can get each student to write out a short list of what they would like to be found from their own lives in 2000 years’ time in order to be remembered and understood)


· Finally, it is useful to pose the question “why does Pompeii attract so much attention?”  Of all archaeological digs, it is probably the most publicised with countless books, films and documentaries made about it.  It is worth getting the students to focus on this aspect, the sinking of the Titanic is good for comparasion, or even the destruction of the Twin Towers.  Why do certain events and places capture the public imagination more than others, which may have much higher casulties?  Again, this is good for class discussion.

WORKSHEET 1 ON VIDEO: POMPEII- THE LAST DAY

1. What job did Pliny the Elder have?

2. Name the volcano which destroyed Pompeii.

3. What is pumice stone?

4. What causes volcanic lightning?

5. Name two gods the Pompeiians would have prayed to during the eruption.

6. What style of bracelet was the slave girl wearing and what         was inscribed on it? 

7. In what year did the volcano erupt?

8. Why were fewer people killed in the town of Herculaneum which was closer to the volcano?

9. What is a "pyroclastic surge"?

10.How deep was the town of Herculaneum buried?

11.What was the Roman view of suicide?

12. How long did the eruption last?

13. How did those who stayed in Pompeii die?

14. What has Pliny's name been given to in connection with            volcanoes?  

WORKSHEET 2 ON VIDEO: POMPEII-THE LAST DAY

1. What can you tell about the character of Pliny the Elder from the video and the letters of his nephew?

2. In your opinion, what types of people didn't leave the town when the warning signs were there? Give reasons for your answer. Do you think the same kind of thing could happen in an emergency in our time? 

2. Why did the letters of Pliny the Younger prove to be much more famous and important than he ever expected?

3. Which aspect of the volcanic eruption do you think would have been most terrifying and why?

4. Do you think Pliny's consolation that "the whole world was dying" makes sense? Give a reason for your answer.

5. How long did Pompeii remain buried for, and how was it discovered?

6. What conditions made it a unique time capsule?

7. Why would anyone choose to live on the slopes of that volcano (due another massive eruption anytime now) today?

8. Do you think we learn anything about the life style of the Romans from this film? Give three examples. 

