CLASSES 13 AND 14:

The obvious next area to move to from the domus is to life in these houses and what it was like for a typical well off Roman family who would have lived in such a house and for their slaves who would have lived a very different life. The most interesting approach here is to use excerpts from original documents as a jumping off point and then to move on to a general study of the area. As well as the books already mentioned, particularly useful in this area is a book by David Taylor called Roman Society, published by Bristol Classical Press. Best here is to choose the aspect of Roman life which you think would interest your students most. You might consider giving them project work to do on this. The topics I would recommend are: women's lives; slavery; food; clothes hair and jewellery; death in Rome; morality, marriage and childbirth; technology; the Roman gods. These would be the obvious ones, but the possibilities are endless. Your own and your students' interests are the best way to be guided on this. If you wish to vary the work methods, this is a good stage to introduce group work or individual research, as there is so much variety and scope. Again, the Usborne book is a good starting point.     
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Shops in Pompeii

Pompeii was the import and export center of Campania. It was a thriving harbor town
with sailors and foreign merchants often passing through. There were also a large
number of tourists who came to Pompeii.

People from further inland than Pompeii brought products to Pompeii to sell.

As so many outsiders came to Pompeii there was a large number of shops, taverns
and bars that lined Pompeii.

There were far more than were needed for the population of Pompeii.

The forum was the main shopping area in Pompeii yet there were also many street
side shops.

There is hardly a street in Pompeii without shops on it.

Shops were located in areas where people congregated (met) daily. For example
beside the baths.

In shops the living quarters were often above the shop and they could be reached by a
wooden stairs.

All shops and workshops would have been operated by slaves and managed by
freemen.

Food shops had large stone counters with pots in them.

Meat and poultry were hung from the bar in the entrance.

Grain and dried fruit were kept in pots.

Bars (thermopolia) sold hot drinks and sometimes food.

Bars were often no more than tiny rooms opening on to the street.

There were no seats in bars.

As the customers sipped their drinks they often scribbled on the walls.

In one bar two men(a weaver called Successus & Severus) who were fighting over a
slave woman called Tris scribbled messages to each other on the walls:

“ The weaver Successus loves Iris, the slave of the innkeeper’s wife. She doesn’t
think much of him but he tries to make her feel sorry for him” — Severus.

“Envious — outbursts of rage! Don’t try and take over from someone who is better
looking than you, who knows how to do it and is better endowed.” — Successus.

T have spoken and written — you love Iris, but she doesn’t care for you.” —Severus.

fnn of Asellina — the most complete example of a bar discovered in Pompeii (see
picture).

Many jugs and dishes were found on the counter. These include 2 terracotta flasks in
the form of a cock and a fox.

The small dishes, including one on the tripod, imply hot snacks were served. At the

back is a kettle on the countér. When the kettle was uncovered 1,832 years later, the
g ya 4 g e s s it s woaa ofill inside.
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Most Pompeiians had no cooking facilities in
their cramped little homes, so they bought »
cooked food from “fast-food” shops. One has
survived so well that it has been possible to
reconstruct it (above). At the back of the shop
was a room where customers could eat and
drink in private. A 19th-century engraving (left)
of a wall painting found at Pompeii suggests
‘what such a room might have been like.

Above:The inn of Asellina.
The ground floor was a
thermopfium where snacks
and hot drinks were served
The stairs lead to the upper
floor where there were guest
rooms.
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Above: A bar showing the
counter decorated with
fragments of coloured marble.
Right: A section of the counter
to show the large earthenware
jar (dofium) set into it.

Left: A stone cover for the
counter jar.
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