CLASSES 11 and 12:

I would then move to the Roman house and look at family life in a typical domus. See the plan of the Roman domus and the photographs of rooms, mosaics, paintings and decorations from these houses. Here, you will perhaps do best to do a kind of stroll through a Roman house without dwelling too much on any one room. It is interesting to use the layout of the house to compare it to a typical modern house to see how home life has changed (huge formal atrium to impress visitors; lararium or shrine to the gods; lavish wall paintings and mosaics; separate women's quarters; peristylium or indoor garden courtyard; contrastingly simple exterior, often with graffiti on the walls; small bedrooms; tiny kitchen, toilet (if any), in the kitchen). You won't have time for a really detailed look at the house, but using the ground plan of the domus and the Usborne Book of the Romans, you can focus on a couple of rooms. (I would suggest the triclinium or dining room and food, and the atrium,or formal hallway). This can lead to a good discussion about house design and what it says about us and the Romans. If you get time you might get a chance to point out that the poor lived in very different conditions, in poorly built tenement flats, often a family to a room. The Usborne book is good on the house in a basic way, but for your own use and for extra material the best book on the domus is Peter Connolly's Pompeii. Worksheet 7 is on the Roman House.

[image: image1.jpg]The Romans later added a courtyard and garden
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Questions

| Which part of this domus was the early part?
afront part :
b back part

2 What did the Romans add to the Greek house?

3 What was the atrium (number 3 on the plan)?

4 What was the peristylium (number 14 on the plan)?





WORKSHEET ON THE ROMAN DOMUS

1. In what ways does this house differ from a typical Irish 21st century house?

2. What do you think are the reasons for these differences?

3. In what ways would this house design appeal to you? Is there anything you would not like about it? Why?

4. What conclusions can you draw about the life of well-off Romans from this house plan?

