ROMAN SLAVERY - FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW

· There is very little written about slavery in Rome, although there are lots of mentions of slaves in passing.
· We certainly don't have any account of what life would have been like if you were a slave.
· Basically a slave was a piece of property, regarded in much the same way as a domestic animal. 
· Romans seem to have thought that in general other races were inferior to them and so slavery was accepted as natural. Most slaves were captured in wars against other tribes.
· Some slaves were treated very badly indeed and in such cases they had no rights. For instance, if you killed a slave, your only penalty was to pay the owner the value of his slave.
· Sometimes there was a very good relationship between master and slave. Often a master might make his slave a freedman and set him up in business, sharing the profits. Some freedmen became very successful and wealthy.
·  Slaves were bought and sold at markets with signs around their necks mentioning their health and skills.
· Work in a household was usually preferable to work in a mine or a farm. There were a lot of public slaves too.
· Generally the number of slaves in your house reflected your wealth and social status. Household slaves sometimes received a peculium or sum of money for their work.
· Flogging was a common punishment for slaves and if a slave ran away and was recaptured he would have the letters fug for fugitivus branded on his forehead. A runaway slave would be hunted by professional slave-hunters who would get a reward.
· If a slave was to give evidence in a court case, he would be tortured as a matter of routine.   

· Sometimes slaves rebelled against their masters and in one case, 400 slaves of the household of Pedanius Secundus were executed when they refused to give information on the murder of their master.
· Most Romans were very suspicious of their slaves and afraid that they might rebel, especially as there were so many of them. It was generally felt that they had to be ruled by fear. 
(See handout with extracts from Roman writing about slavery)

