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Instructions 

Write your examination number and date of birth in the boxes on the front cover. 

Write your answers in blue or black pen. You may use pencil only in drawings or diagrams. 

There are two sections in this paper.  

Section A Stimulus Questions 300 marks 
• Answer all questions presented.

Images for Questions 1-10 in Section A are on Paper X, which accompanies this examination 
paper.  

Section B Extended Answers 100 marks 

• Answer Question 11. (50 marks) 
• Answer one from Questions 12-15. (50 marks) 

Where appropriate, you may include drawings, diagrams, etc., in the blank answer space on 
page 15, page 18 and page 23 in Section B.  

Write all your answers in the spaces provided in this booklet. There is additional answer space 
at the end of the booklet. Label any such extra work clearly with the question number and part.  

This examination booklet will be scanned and your work will be presented to an examiner on  
screen.  Anything that you write outside of the answer areas may not be seen by the examiner. 
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Section A                      Stimulus Questions  300 marks                   

Answer all ten of the following questions.  
Refer to the images on Paper X as indicated for each question.  

Question 1              (28 marks) 
Image A shows a family tree of the Greek Gods, beginning with the Titans Cronus and Rhea.  

(a) Fill in the missing information into the grid below.  

Greek Name  Roman Name Domain Symbol 

Hermes   sandals with wings   

Artemis   wild animals   

Dionysus  Bacchus    

(b) List the names of the six children of Cronus and Rhea.  

 

(c) Give a brief account of how Cronus was overthrown by his children.  
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Greek name of god:                             Roman name of god: 

Greek name of goddess:                                      Roman name of goddess: 

Question 2              (30 marks) 
Image B shows a reconstruction of the statues on the West Pediment of the Parthenon.  

(a) Fill in the Greek and Roman names of the god and goddess shown in Image B.  

 

(b) What are the details in Image B that helped you identify the god and goddess?  
Explain why these details were helpful.  

 

(c) Give an account of one myth involving at least one of the two deities shown in Image B.  
You may refer to the myth shown in Image B or any other myth you have studied.   

 

(d) What does the myth you chose for part (c) tell us about the character of this god / goddess?          
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Question 3               (32 marks) 
Image C is a picture of the Trojan Horse. 

(a)  Put a tick () in the appropriate box to indicate whether each statement is True or False.  

(i) The Trojan Horse caused the end of the Trojan War and won the war for the Greeks. 

True  False 

 
(ii) The Greeks tricked the Trojans into bringing the Trojan Horse inside the walls of Troy.   

True  False 

(b) What does the story of the Trojan Horse tell us about the differences between the Greeks 
and the Trojans?  

 

(c) ‘Beware of Greeks bringing gifts’, is an expression still used today that references the story 
of the Trojan Horse. Why do you think that the story of the Trojan Horse is still relevant 
today?  
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Image D: 

Image E: 

Question 4 (30 marks) 
Image D is a drawing of Aeneas and his wife.  
Image E is a painting that features the wife of Odysseus.  

(a) Give the names of these two characters.

(b) Based on your study of the Aeneid and the Odyssey, discuss if you think that Image D and
Image E are accurate portrayals of the two women named in part (a).

(c) Choose one of the women named in part (a) and describe how war impacted on her life.

 Wife of Aeneas: Wife of Odysseus: 
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Question 5 (25 marks) 
Image F is a map of the journey taken by Odysseus in the Odyssey. 
Image G is a map of the journey taken by Aeneas in the Aeneid. 

(a) Based on your study of Odysseus and Aeneas, which epic hero spent the most time at sea?

(b) The theme of ‘the journey’ is a common feature in epic poetry. Here are four other themes
from the Odyssey and the Aeneid:

- monsters,  the underworld,  fatherhood,  love.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Which group of characters is linked to each theme? Number the boxes to show your answer. 

 Monsters 

The Underworld 

Fatherhood  

 Proserpina, The Sibyl, Charon, Tiresias, Achilles.  

Anchises, Priam, Aeneas, Laertes, Odysseus.    

Polyphemus, The Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, Cerberus.  

Dido, Calypso, Venus, The Suitors, Nisus & Euryalus. Love 

(c) Which of these two journeys did you find more interesting? Give reasons for your answer.
You may include a description of an interesting moment from the journey which you chose.
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Difference 2: 

Difference 1: 

Similarity 1: 

Similarity 2: 

Question 6 (35 marks) 
Image H is a photograph of the Theatre of Dionysus in Athens.  
Image I is a photograph of the Gaiety Theatre in Dublin.  

(a) State two similarities and two differences between these two theatres.

(b) Describe one architectural feature of a Greek theatre. In your answer you may refer to
features such as, parodos, theatron, skene, orchestra, or any other feature you have studied.

(c) How did costumes, masks, props and staging devices enhance the performance of ancient
Greek Tragedy in the Theatre of Dionysus?
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Element 4: 

Element 3: 

Element 2: 

Element 1: 

Question 7 (30 marks) 
Image J shows a digital reconstruction of the Circus Maximus. 

(a) Based on your study of the Circus Maximus and Image J, list four architectural elements of
the structure.

(b) Briefly describe a typical chariot race.

(c) In the extract below, the Roman poet Juvenal describes the crowd attending the Circus
Maximus in Rome. What does Juvenal tell us about how Romans behaved at chariot races?
You may include evidence from the extract to support your answer.

All Rome today is in the Circus. A roar strikes upon my ear which tells me that the Green 
team has won; for had it lost, Rome would be as sad and dismayed as when the consuls were 
defeated in the dust of battle. Such sights are for the young, who shout and place bets with a 
smart young lady by their side.  
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Question 8 (27 marks) 
Image K shows a drawing of the Colosseum. 

(a) Circle the name of the Roman Emperor who was responsible for starting the building of the
Colosseum.

Augustus Tiberius Vespasian Trajan Caracalla 

(b) Explain what the reasons or motivations were for building the Colosseum.

(c) Based on your study of the Circus Maximus and the Colosseum in Rome, in which building
would you have preferred to attend an event? Support your answer with details about the
spectator experience in each building and the type of events held there.
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Question 9              (28 marks) 
Image L shows a tattoo of Horace’s most famous Latin expression, ‘Carpe Diem’ or ‘Seize the Day’. 

(a) What do you think that Horace meant by the expression, ‘Carpe Diem / Seize the Day’?

(b) Do you think that ‘Carpe Diem / Seize the Day’ was an important part of Horace’s views on
how to live well? Refer to at least one poem you studied to support your answer.

(c) Are you a fan of Horace’s views? Or do you relate more to Socrates’ views on living well?
Give a reason for your answer.
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Question 10 (35 marks) 
Image M shows a coin minted by Alexander the Great. 
Image N shows a coin minted by Julius Caesar. 

(a) Study Image M and Image N. Describe the illustrations on the coins.

(b) What do these coins tell us about the personalities of Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar?

(c) How would you describe the personality of Alexander the Great or Julius Caesar?
In your answer reference how he is characterised in one text you studied.
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(d) Other than a military victory, give an account of one experience in the life of Alexander the
Great or Julius Caesar that influenced your opinion of him.

Section B – Extended Answers – Begins on Page 14 



Leaving Certificate – Sample Paper 
Classical Studies – Ordinary Level    14 

Section B Extended Answers 100 marks 

Question 11 (50 marks) 
Answer (a) and (b) on the following pages.    
Below are images of Greek and Roman funerary artefacts.  
In your answers, you may refer to the artefacts below or any others you have studied.  
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(a) Describe one artefact which tells us about ancient Greek or Roman funerary practices.

 Optional Answer Space for drawings, diagrams, etc: 
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Optional Planning Space: 

(b) Answer (i) or (ii)
(i) Discuss how funerary artefacts shed light on ancient Greek and Roman values about

life, death and loss.

OR 

(ii) Imagine that you are a mourner attending a funeral in ancient Greece or Rome.
Write an account of your experience. In your answer include details and descriptions
related to at least three of the terms listed below.

- Prothesis, anointing the body, Charon’s coins, professional mourner, bier
- Procession, pyre, cremation, burial, oration
- Sarcophagus, stele, libation, inscription, necropolis
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Answer for Question 11 (b), part
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 Optional Answer Space for drawings, diagrams, etc: 
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Answer one of the four questions below.  
Complete both parts, (a) and (b), of the question you choose to answer. 

Question 12 (50 marks) 
Answer (a) and (b). 
(a) Based on your reading of Euripides’ Medea or Sophocles’ Philoctetes, summarise one key

moment when a character explains that he/she has the right to do whatever it takes to get
what he/she wants.

(b) Do you agree that the actions taken by this character were justified in the end?
Explain your answer with reference to the text.

OR 

Question 13 (50 marks) 
Answer (a) and (b). 
(a) Summarise one major military victory from the campaigns of Alexander the Great or Julius

Caesar. In your answer, discuss the composition and tactics of the army.

(b) In your opinion, how did this victory help Alexander the Great or Julius Caesar gain more
power?

OR 

Question 14 (50 marks) 
Answer (a) and (b). 
(a) Based on your study of the Temple of Vesta in Rome and the Parthenon in Athens, describe

the role and duties of female officials associated with both temples.

(b) What other roles did women have in ancient Greece and Rome? You may refer to examples
from any of the four Strands on your course.

OR 

Question 15 (50 marks) 
Answer (a) and (b). 
(a) Choose one hero / heroine from any of the four Strands on your course. Outline the qualities

that make this character a hero / heroine.

(b) Describe an experience when your chosen hero / heroine displayed at least one of the heroic
qualities that you outlined above.
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 Answer for Question 

Optional Planning Space: 
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 Optional Answer Space for drawings, diagrams, etc: 
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Additional Answer Space: 
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Additional Answer Space: 
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There is no examination material on this page.  
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